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Draft Minutes of the Meeting of the Conservation Areas Advisory Committee  
of Saddleworth Parish Council 

Held at the Civic Hall, Lee Street, Uppermill on Friday 4th July 2014 
 

 There were present:  Cllr. Mr. B. Cullen – Chairman 
     Cllr. Mr. M. Buckley – Vice Chairman 
     Mr. J. Carr 
     Mr. D. Chadderton 
     Mr. J. Grayson 
Apologies: None  

 

The minutes of the meeting held on Friday 30th May 2014 were approved as a correct record. 

 

Ref:   Applicant   Location 

PA/335517/14 Mr Linskey    Former Public Toilets, Rochdale Road, Denshaw 
Conversion of former public toilets into village shop and associated works 
 
Recommendation: APPROVAL 
Subject to the surface of the stone on the building being left in its original state, cleaning of 
the stone would have a definite negative impact on the Conservation Area; which is all of 
natural stone with a pleasing pattern of age. Wooden window frames would have been 
preferred but if uPVC is used care should be taken to ensure that the frames are inset from 
the surface of the building by at least 100 mm.   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
PA/335441/14 The Diggle Hotel   Diggle Hotel, Station Cottages, Diggle, OL3 5JZ 
Raised decking and disabled access ramp 
 
Recommendation: REFUSAL 
The use of wooden decking in a Conservation Area and on an historic building is not 
appropriate. Its appearance would have a detrimental impact on the appearance of the 
Conservation Area. If a level area is required in front of the building this can either be 
achieved by levelling the ground in front of the building or building a platform in reclaimed 
natural stone and Yorkshire flags to match the materials in the existing building.   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
HH/335581/14 Mr Rhodes   Harrop Green Farm, Harrop Green Lane, Diggle,

    OL3 5LW 
Single storey extension 
 
Recommendation: APPROVAL 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
PA/335538/14  Saddleworth Museum  Saddleworth Museum, High Street, Uppermill,  

and Art Gallery   OL3 6HS  
1) Refurbishment and alterations to existing museum  
2) Two-storey front/side for increased exhibition space  
3) Single storey side extension 
 
Recommendation: REFUSAL 
Although we feel it would be appropriate to have elements of modern design in the 
alterations to the museum the essential industrial character of the building needs to 
predominate. The existing frontage with its 1970s appearance is undoubtedly out of 
character, of poor quality, and in need of improvement. However the proposals for the front 
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of the building, although novel, it is felt fail to retain the essential character of the building. 
The use of reclaimed matching stone and the proposal to use dressed stone for the strings 
/ copings is welcomed, However the steel beam columns we feel are neither attractive or 
appropriate and give an unfinished appearance to the building. If these were to be replaced 
by columns and lintels in dressed stone the large corner feature windows would be a 
positive addition to the building. The frameless glass aural window, on the other hand, 
serves no useful purpose and is very much out of character with the historic streetscene. 
 
The new side extension presents no problems However, again the steel beams should be 
replaced by dressed stone.        
______________________________________________________________________________ 
LB/335358/14 Mrs Scorer   25 Huddersfield Road, Diggle, OL3 5NT 
Conservatory to side of house 
 
Recommendation: APPROVAL 
We note that this listed building has recently been sand blasted without Planning 
permission and this has had a negative effect on the buildings historic character and the 
setting of adjoining buildings. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
HH/335357/14 Mrs Scorer   25 Huddersfield Road, Diggle, OL3 5NT 
Conservatory to side of house 
 
Recommendation: See above 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
LB/335526/14 Mr Scott    Bunkers Farm, Tunstead Lane, Greenfield,  

      OL3 7NY 
1) Demolition of existing single storey side extension  
2) Erection of a single storey side extension  
3) Erection of detached garage  
4) Material alterations to front elevation of existing dwelling 
 
Recommendation: REFUSAL 
We feel that the demolition of the existing single storey side extension and its replacement 
by a single storey glass structure is a positive addition to this listed building. On the other 
hand the alterations to the barn archway are over elaborate and suburban in appearance 
and strongly detract from the vernacular appearance of the building. Also, the enlargement 
of the small window in the adjoining bay is too large and its vertical emphasis clashes 
strongly with the horizontal emphasis of the rows of mullion windows.     
______________________________________________________________________________ 
HH/335525/14 Mr Scott   Bunkers Farm, Tunstead Lane, Greenfield,  
       OL3 7NY  
1) Demolition of existing single storey side extension  
2) Erection of a single storey side extension  
3) Erection of detached garage  
4) Material alterations to front elevation of existing dwelling 
 
Recommendation: See above 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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LB/335498/14 Trustees of the late   24 Platt Lane, Dobcross, OL3 5AD 
   Victor Smith  
Demolition of existing single storey garage and erect single storey kitchen extension 
 
Recommendation: APPROVAL 
We welcome the proposal to use reclaimed stone for the extension. However, this should 
not be painted and we would recommend that the paint is removed from the rest of the 
building to return it to its original character and appearance.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
HH/335497/14 Trustee of the late   24 Platt Lane, Dobcross, OL3 5AD 
   Victor Smith  
Demolition of single storey garage and erection of a single storey kitchen extension 
 
Recommendation: See above 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
COMMENTS ON OTHER APPLICATIONS 
HH/335509/14 Mr & Mrs Brierley  Higher Wade Hill Mews, Wade Hill Lane,  

    Grasscroft, OL3 5RU  
Erection of a single storey rear extension 
 
Recommendation: REFUSAL 
The proposed alterations would destroy the character of this classic three storey house 
and barn. It would also have a very negative impact on the settlement which is very visible 
from across the valley. The proposed front porch is not only out of character but destroys 
the simple lines of the front elevation of this and adjoining buildings. It also destroys the 
symmetry of the elevation, an interesting classical element in the design of this vernacular 
farmhouse. The rear alterations although not visible from a distance are also very much out 
of character.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Next meeting will be Friday 1st August 2014. 


